the new public charge rule
On August 14, 2019 the Trump administration announced changes to the public charge rule.
Many people will not be affected by this rule and can use public benefits without consequences.

What government- funded
services are still safe to use?

When does the new public
charge rule go into effect?

school-based services or benefits (free and
reduced lunch, head start, etc.)
emergency medicaid (medi-cal)
Services provided under the Individual with
disabilities education act
benefits for women during pregnancy and
during 60-day period after pregnancy (i.e. wic)
disaster relief

monday, january 27, 2020

Who is affected under
this new rule?

Who is not penalized
under this new rule?

Applicants applying for a green card, other
than those applying through asylum, u-visa, tvisa, vawa and sijs.
those applying for certain temporary visas
abroad, and potentially lawful permanent
residents with criminal convictions returning
to the u.s. from traveling abroad or who have
been absent for more than 180 days.

most legal permanent residents
u.s. citizen children under 21 and pregnant
women
individuals applying for asylum, u-visa, t visa,
vawa and special immigrant juvenile status
asylees, refugees, u visa holders, special
immigrant Juveniles, t visa holders, and vawa
applicants
individuals renewing tps or daca
permanent residents or u.s. citizens petitioning
for family members (only family member's use of
benefits can be counted against them)

** although there is no public charge test when
applying for citizenship, an officer may ask about
receipt of public benefits to determine whether
you were eligible for them at the time. **

U.S. Immigration Law Group, LLP highly encourages families to consult with an immigration law
expert to evaluate if they may be deemed a "public charge."
If you have any questions please contact our office.
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steps to take
There are practical steps one can take to position themselves in a most favorable
light and avoid being deemed a "public charge."

1. FINANCES
Place assets in your name
Minimize accumulation of debt and pay off credit cards/ loans
Keep records of employment and income (i.e. paycheck stubs)
Retain all U.S. Federal tax returns, 12 months of bank
statements, and documents related to credit history, credit
score, etc.

2. EDUCATION
Register for ESL courses at your local community college or
community center
Keep licenses or certifications that demonstrate your English
proficiency or professional skills

3. HEALTH
Proceed with caution if you have any pre-existing medical
conditions requiring treatment that may affect your ability to
work, study or care for yourself
If possible, purchase private health insurance

4. GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
Seek a consultation or evaluation if you or any member of your family
receives any of the following: SSI, TANF (CalFresh), cash benefits, nonemergency Medicaid (Medi-Cal), SNAP (CalWorks), Section 8 housing, or
subsidized housing
If you are not eligible to apply for a green card now, there may be no
reason or benefit to give up needed benefits now
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